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to glass recycling 
todayspan the entire value chain and recovery 

process…
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Consumers lack incentive to 
recycle  if inconvenient; 
opt-in/subscription  models 
lead to low participation

Dense presence of fiberglass  
markets in some areas 
reduces  potential supply 
for more circular  glass 
containers

Rising MRF fees ($100+/ton) and  
pressure from waste management  
industry have caused some 
municipalities  to remove glass 
from curbside entirely

Geographic gaps between 
cullet  supply and end markets 
require long  hauling distances 
over 200 miles

Lack of recycling 
mandates  and high 
contamination cause  
significant portion of 
materials
to be disposed directly to 
landfill

Low prices for virgin materials
(in some areas, average 20% 
lower  than cullet) reduce 
demand for cullet

Low tipping fees for many 
MRFs  (as low as $9/ton) 
incentivize  sending glass 
to landfill
Lack of processing 
capacity  in certain 
areas creates
limited glass demand and 
little  incentive for MRF 
investments
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…and are exacerbated by local specificity required 
for effective  solutions, preventing a 'one size fits all' 
approach nationwide




